sex of the child was associated with respiratory disease bt 2, after other variables had been taken into account. Child: households with gas cooking also gave a history of more respiratory illness before age 2 than children from househc electric cooking.
Dutau et al. (1981) studied 892 children under age south of France who were seen by a pediatrician or hospitE various reasons. They found a significant correlation beta annual incidence of pulmonary infections and the total m cigarettes smoked inside the house.
Pedreira et al. (1985) followed all newborns (1,144 seen by a group of pediatricians for a first well-baby exaj between 1976 and 1981. They found that tracheitis and b occurred significantly more frequently (89% and 44%, resp in infants whose parents smoked and that maternal smc posed greater risks upon the infants than paternal srnoki
One study looked at the frequency of tonsillectomie adenoidectomies in children (Said et al., 1978). They f< frequency was significantly increased among children with parents. However, the smoking status reported for the pa have been current smoking status, even though the operai occurred 5 to 15 years previously.
All the studies that have examined the incidence oi tory illnesses in children under the age of 1 year have positive association between such illnesses and exposure The association is very unlikely to have arisen by chanc( represent a direct association between ETS exposure an (a causal explanation) and/or an indirect one (noncausa because children living in homes of smokers are at risl diseases for other reasons. Some of the studies have exan possibility that the association is indirect by allowing for c ing factors—such as social class, parental respiratory illn birthweight—and have concluded that such factors do nc the results. This argues, therefore, in favor of the caus nation. Such an explanation is supported by the evidc dose-response relationship specific for respiratory diseas 11-6 and 11-7). Also, the mother's smoking is more lik feet the infant than the father's smoking, since the pro mother and child is closer during the child's first year effect is more marked and consistent than later in child' Fergusson et al., 1981). This also supports a causal, rask of RSV infections.
